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We recently received our latest test scores for Burlington Public Schools.  These scores will be 

reviewed at our upcoming School Committee Meeting on October 24th.  Despite some of the 

headlines from the media surrounding the 2017 MCAS scores, we want to assure families that our 

students are continuing to make academic progress and social emotional growth.  The MCAS scores 

are just one measure of a student, as is highlighted in the excerpt below from Acting Commissioner of 

Education Jeff Wulfson.   
 
Please see the comments below from Commissioner Wulfson’s letter to parents regarding the changes 

to MCAS: 
 

The next-generation MCAS is a reformatted test from the old MCAS, and the 

scores are not comparable to the prior tests your child has taken. On the legacy 

MCAS, the four scoring categories were Advanced, Proficient, Needs 

Improvement, and Warning/Failing.  On the next-generation MCAS, the four 

scoring categories are Exceeding Expectations, Meeting Expectations, Partially 

Meeting Expectations, and Not Meeting Expectations.  The new categories 

emphasize readiness for higher-level work at the next grade level. 
 

2017 is the baseline year - the first year of a new assessment - and we expect that 

over time, more students will score Meeting Expectations or above.  (When the 

original MCAS debuted in 1998, relatively few students scored Proficient, but that 

changed as students and teachers adjusted to the new expectations.) 
 

MCAS results are only one measure of your child's growth and achievement. Your 

child's teacher can also talk to you more broadly about your child's academic 

growth and about his or her social and emotional development.  
 

In some subjects and grades, fewer students scored Meeting or Exceeding 

Expectations this year than scored Proficient or Advanced in previous years.  This 

does NOT mean that students learned less; it reflects the fact that the next-

generation MCAS measures more rigorous standards in a different way. 
 
We look forward to sharing a more complete picture on the academic progress of our students at next 

week’s School Committee Meeting. 
 


